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Acts 16:6 is a curious verse. Paul is on the Second Missionary Journey. He apparently
wants to go into the province of Asia (western part of modern Turkey) but the Holy Spirit keeps
him from doing so. Why? Possibly because he hasn’t met Lydia yet!

Lydia lives in Philippi, a city in Macedonia. She is an international businesswoman from
Thyatira, a city in Asia. Is it possible that her influence will later help Paul establish churches
throughout Asia? Was she influential in the church later established in Thyatira talked about in
Revelation 2:18-29?

Lydia’s conversion story is told in Acts 16:11-15. Holy Spirit has not allowed Paul to go to
Asia, but he did guide him to go to Philippi in Macedonia. Paul goes to pray at the river, where he
meets Lydia. Lydia is described as a worshiper of God. This probably means she was a God
Fearer, a non-Jew who was allowed to worship God at the local synagogue along with the other
women. She listened to Paul, became a believer and was baptized.

It is likely Lydia was a non-Jew who learned the Old Testament from the Jews at the
synagogue or from Jews who worked for her. She might have known a little Hebrew but surely
was fluent in Greek. She probably learned the Old Testament scriptures from the Septuagint
version of the Old Testament written in Greek, but had access to the Scriptures written in
Hebrew. She was one of the first non-Jews to be converted to be a believer in Jesus Messiah.

Lydia was a perfect example of living in a transition. She understood the Messiah as
predicted in the Jews’ Old Testament. She understood Christ as taught by Paul. She understood
Messiah and Christ to be the same person with a title translated into two different languages.

Her background as a native of Thyatira, a businesswoman working with people
throughout the Roman Empire and government, a non-Jewish believer in God, and multi-lingual
speech abilities would have given her an unusual ability, a little like the ability of Paul. She would
have been able to think like a Greek, a Roman, and a Jew at the same time. It's not too much of a
stretch to visualize her as working with Paul to help him present the Gospel better to the Greeks
and Macedonians. It is very likely that she shared all of her contacts with Paul so he could share
the Gospel better to more people in more places.

How about you? How are you a Lydia who can help Jesus Messiah be introduced to more
people in more places? Who are your special contacts and what are your special resources?



