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According to Mark 14:61-62, at the trial of Jesus, Caiphas asked him, “Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” The “Blessed One” is a euphemism for God, since
the Jews often refrained from using his name. The question of Caiphas is actually two
different questions, “Are you the Messiah? Are you the Son of God?”

The first question had at least two purposes. It was against Roman regulations for
someone to claim to be the Messiah. That was rebellious talk punishable by death. Also,
the people believed the Messiah was to live forever, so crucifixion would prove to them
that Jesus was not the Messiah.

The second question was a ploy to get Jesus to commit blasphemy. By admitting
he was the Son of God and quoting the verses from Daniel, Jesus was claiming to be God
himself. This was blasphemy, a crime punishable by death according to the Jewish law.
However, the Jews did not have the power to enact the sentence.

The first to state that Jesus was the Son of God was Gabriel in Luke 1:32, 35.
Others called him the Son of God, but Jesus rarely referred to himself that way. He
typically called himself the Son of Man which was not considered blasphemy.

Most modern Christians think of Son of God being the divine Son of God as in the
Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. That has not always been the case. For the first
three hundred years after Jesus, there were numerous schools of thought about the
nature of the Son versus the nature of the Father. For the most part, the arguments
were settled at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD.

At the time of Jesus, there was no room for the thought of a Son of God in the
Jewish religion. Their religion was centered about the Shema, Deuteronomy 6:4-5 that
says God is one. With that as a base belief, there was no thought that a Son of God
could exist.



