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One of the most important female characters of the Bible is Priscilla. She is almost
always shown working for the Lord in concert with her husband, Aquila. Among other things,
they are known for: escaping from Rome when Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews;
employing Paul when arrived in Corinth; accompanying Paul to Ephesus where they became
leaders of the church; instructing Apollos; and, returning to Rome where they helped
establish churches.

While Paul and other teachers often seemed to make disciples through their
theological teaching, Priscilla and Aquila seemed to lean on making disciples through
establishing relationships. They seemed to embody the Jewish word “ahava,” a type of love
that is durable, long-lasting, and totally committed.

Deuteronomy 6:5 says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength.” The verb tense means for love to be a continuing action of a
completed action. This intensity is far beyond a light emotional or mental attachment.

Developing this type of relationship requires commitment and time. The rewards of
having a deep love and knowledge of God are immense. In John 17: 3, Jesus calls this type of
relationship “eternal life.”

Peace accompanies a deep relationship with God. The Hebrew word for “peace” is
“shalom”. Shalom does not mean just an absence of conflict, but has a more extensive
meaning of wholeness and health in every aspect of life. Attaining shalom requires trust and
sacrifice, because it is an ongoing relationship among numerous people. So, it also requires a
constant attitude of forgiveness and reconciliation.

Paul once used Leviticus 5:18 to sum up what it means to keep the entire law, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” (Galatians 5:14) He went on to talk about being empowered by
the Spirit to have good relationships with other people. Although Paul wrote in Greek, the
words sound very familiar to Priscilla’s views on relationships. “But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
(Galatians 5:22-23)



