
 
A CHILD IS BORN 

 
Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and 
they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God with us’”.1“ A child is born.”2“ You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”3 The Magi saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him, and presented him with gold 
frankincense and myrrh.4 
 
The child, Jesus, is born. 
 
“Whoa, Paul, wait a minute,” you say. What’s all this Christmas talk? And, what’s with the 
big smile and over the top happy vibes? 
 
It astonishes me that so many modern Christians think of me as an old style “hell and 
damnation” preacher, or at the very least, a strictly business guy. That’s a complete 
disservice when reading my letters in the New Testament. You should think of me as a 
smiling, pleasant kind of guy who is giving you great news. Oh, you want reasons why? 
Fair enough. 
 
I have lots and lots of friends. We all love each other and enjoy being together. Now, I’m 
not saying it is all parties and laughter, but I love being around people and they love 
being around me. 
 
Admittedly, before I started following Jesus, I was way worse than a hell and damnation 
kind of preacher. As everybody knows, I persecuted, even murdered some of the early 
Christians. I was angry at them, I thought they disrespected God. But once Jesus showed 
me the light (smiles at his joke) I became the happiest man in the world. I mean, I got to 
spend three years with Jesus, and then I get to share what he taught me with everyone 
else. (This is tongue in cheek, super Brian style) See, happy, smiling!  
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I share good news. No, the best possible news. I’m telling people the best news they will 
ever hear. (Smiling, points it out) There I go again.  
 
The next time you read Romans or Ephesians or any of my other letters, think of me 
smiling when I wrote them, and the Romans and Ephesians smiling, even rejoicing, when 
they read them.  
 
Here let’s try it with a passage from, uhhh, Romans…Chapter Three Verses 20 through 
24: (big smile, giant enthusiasm) I will try to remain calm. “ Therefore, no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law, through the law we become 
conscious of sin. But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”5  
 
…all are justified freely through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. How can 
anyone not smile about that? 
 
And, that brings me back to Christmas.  
 
Christmas was first announced by the Prophet Isaiah, about seven centuries before Jesus 
was born, have you ever noticed that? Isaiah wrote, “Therefore, the Lord himself will give 
you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.”6 
And he wrote, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.”7 
 
That’s how so many people see Christmas, “A child is born.” Right? A luminous Mary 
looks adoringly at her son, lays him away in a manger, no crib for a bed. In swaddling 
cloths, whatever those are. The shepherds come to see the newly born child while being 
caroled by the angels. The Magi bring gifts to the child. Probably sparking the tradition of 
giving gifts to children on Christmas morning.  
 
But if you look at the Internet lists of the best Christmas songs, you will likely find that 
the top 20 don’t have a single song about Jesus. I am always mystified by the ironies of 
the modern world. If you changed the search to best Christmas carols, you might get 
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three or four out of twenty that have to do with Jesus.  Only Two of the four will be 
about the baby Jesus, Away in a Manger and O Little Town of Bethlehem. 
 
Ask what Christmas is about, and you might hear something like “the baby Jesus.” To 
celebrate a child being born. And, that is true, but maybe in more ways than one, (looks 
mysterious) but first, some other verses associated with the birth of Jesus. 
 
The angel told Joseph, “Mary will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”8 The angels infamously told the 
shepherds, “Do not be afraid,” and went on to say, “I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord.”9 
 
Jesus isn’t just any child.  He is our Savior. The Good News, the Awesome Amazing 
Beyond Belief Good News, The What I Spent My Whole Life Telling People About Good 
News, is that our Savior was born!   
 
A rescuer. To rescue us from a dark world of isolation from His father, our creator. And 
what a rescuer he is! He doesn’t just save me from Hell so I get to go to Heaven…that’s 
just a part of the deal. He gives me life…here and now! He saves me from the 
cluelessness of God to actually knowing God! This is beyond the best news. He saves me 
from myself! My self-centeredness, bitterness, anger, jealousy and just fill in the blank 
with anything destructive! He’s my…my…my…Savior! And, he is your Savior, too. 
 
(has to calm down) Here’s a ecret, except I write about it in my letters so, it’s not really a 
secret, but people don’t pay much attention to this part of my writings. Because a Savior 
is born, another child of God is born…me!  Because of Jesus being our Savior, you and I 
get to be children of God! 
 
Today most Americans celebrate the birth of the child Jesus on Christmas Day. But to 
me every day is Christmas. Every day I remember that my Savior was born as a child, and 
because of my Savior, I am a child of God. 
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