ENGLISH WORDS TRANSLATED INTO HEBREW

The following work is for the personal use of its writer, Philip B. Smith. It is not
meant to be a scholarly work. The footnotes are brief but are meant to credit
those whose work | used. Special credit is given to those who produce the Bema
Discipleship podcast; Elle Grover Fricks; and, Brad H. Young.

The numbers in brackets notate the BEMA Discipleship podcast episode numbers
where | attained some information. The numbers in parentheses are the number
notated by Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary. The footnotes go to sources I've read. |
footnoted according to the order | read the sources because many of these words
are discussed in multiple books.

Some English words translated into Hebrew words

Abolish: batel (989)(baw-tale’) cease, cancel, destroy. As a phrase to mean
interpret Scripture incorrectly.! {as in Mat. 5:17}

Abide: yashab (2617)(yaw-shab’) to dwell, sit, abide, inhabit, remain {asin
Genesis 4:16, John 15:4-5}

Age to come: ha-olam ha-ba in Jewish eschatology this is the future era of the
world’s existence, which will occur after the resurrection of the dead and the final
redemption. An era of paradise and reward for the righteous. This age, ha-olam
ha-zeh, is the current era of the world’s existence. Sometimes separated by the
transitional period known as “days of the Messiah” yemot ha-mashiach.?

Audacity: chutzpah A Yiddish word for extreme confidence, bold {as in Moses
bargaining with God}

Believe: aman (539)(aw-man’) firm, endure, be true, stand fast. Implies will act
in accordance with the belief. Picture is that you can hang your hat on it, it is
solid, comes from faith/faithfulness Emunah.? Are we still using this?
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Blessed: barakh (1288)(baw-rak’) kneel, be blessed with divine acceptance and
special favor {as in Genesis 1:22, the Beatitudes} Between family members
typically, often in critical times, supernatural weight, image driven prophecy that
carries you through to your destiny, moves destiny to a new path.*

Chaotic nothingness: tohu vavohu — chaotic nothingness. In Genesis 1, God takes
total chaos and puts it in order. Much of the narrative in Genesis 1 is about order,
not creation. [1] {As in Gen. 1:2}

Choose: bachar (977)(baw-khar’)—to choose, choose among alternatives.
Implication of it being a continual action as in choose and keep on choosing.{as is
Numbers 16:5, Deut. 30:19}

Christ: (see Messiah)(from christos in Greek, meaning “anointed”) anointed one
of God. Priests and kings were anointed. {asin 1 Samuel 24:6} The words are
equal in Hebrew and Greek, but the meanings would have been different to those
with Hebrew or Greek backgrounds.

Church: It derives from the Greek word ekklesia, which means assembly,
congregation. In Hebrew, gahal (6951) means assembly.

Commandment(s): mitzvah/mitzvot (4687) A directive, to keep. To connect.
Take hold of an opportunity to do something good that God wants you to do. A
joyful opportunity, not a burden.> {As in Gen. 2:16}. They tell us how to connect
to God and others. Giving of commandments is like wedding gifts.
Commandments from God are certain, not random/chaos of other gods. They are
gifts according to Psalms.® The Scriptures depict the mitzvot as a delight,
providing divine guidance.’

Compassion: (see Lovingkindness (2617))

Day of the Lord: When God will triumph over all His enemies and establish His
rule in the world. In the eyes of the multitude, that belief promised salvation for
Israel, regardless of her conduct. The day of the Lord was seen as a day of
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punishment for pagans only, rather than for all nations, Israel included.® {As in Isa.
13:6} Also see Age to come.

Day of Judgment: yom ha-din In Jewish eschatology, a future day of reckoning
when the dead will be resurrected and give an accounting for their lives

Disciple(s): talmid, talmidim (8527)(tal-meed’) The follower(s) of a teacher or
master. The job of disciples is to know and imitate their master, his teachings and
his way of life. Often had to leave their families to do this; involved an intense
form of apprenticeship. How this is done may vary over time and in different
cultures. {as in the disciples of Jesus or other rabbis or Matthew 28:19-20} Also,
see Raise up disciples.

Elders: zagen (2205)(zaw-kane’) recognized by the people for his gifts of
leadership, wisdom and justice. Set apart to administer justice, settle disputes,
and guide the people. Started in Egypt and continued through at the least the
destruction of the Temple in 70 AD.

Eternal ‘olam (5769)(o-lawm’) eternity, remotest time, perpetuity, forever,
everlasting. {as in Exodus 3:14-15} Picture is vanishing point on horizon.

Eternal life: chayei olam (Hi-Yay Oh-LAHM) a life of eternity: a phrase meaning to
live a life focused on matters of eternal importance.® According to Jesus in John
17:3 this type of life is defined as having an intimate relationship with God.*° {as
inJohn 17:3, 1 Timothy 6:12, John 5:39-40} This type of relationship starts in the
here and now, and continues through eternity. Picture is making it through the
refiner’s fire as is 1 Cor 3:10-15.1!

Faith/faithfulness: emunah (530) belief, truth, lasting, certain. Faith is active.
Belief in the one God results in a life of committed service and devotion to him.
An important aspect of faith is having trust. True faith is accompanied by action
because it is more than just intellectual assent that something is true. {As in Hab.
2:4 or Rom. 1:17} In Hebrew, faith and faithfulness are the same word. First
mention is Moses holding his arms up, requires help of community.
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Forget: shakach (7911)(shaw-kakh’) — forget, cease to care. The Bible continually
reminds us not to forget the widows, orphans and aliens. [31]

Forgive: nasa (5375)(naw-saw) lift up, carry away. There is always a cost of
forgiveness. Also, calach (5545) (saw-lawk’) this word is reserved for pardon
from God to a sinner. The taking away, forgiveness or pardon of sin, iniquity and
transgression. This is one of God’s unique attributes. God delights in showing
mercy though forgiveness! {as in Ex. 34:9, Micah 7:18}.

Free: chophshiy (2670)(khof-shee’) exempt from bondage, liberty, exemption -
categorized as “freedom from” not “freedom to”. “Obedience and submission to
God is the singular path to freedom from the many false gods that view for our
loyalty and promise an abundant life.”*? {As in 2 Cor. 3:17 or Romans 6 where
people are either slaves to sin or slaves to righteousness.} Free to choose the
path you walk.

Fulfill: kiyem?3 uphold, observe, place on firmer footing, to fulfill, to realize.
Interpreting Torah correctly. Leads to a lifestyle of holiness dedicated to God. {as
in Mat. 5:17}

Generosity (see Righteousness)

Good deeds(s): mitzvah, mitzvot This is the same word for commandment.
According to Acts 26:20, deeds demonstrate repentance.

Good eye/bad eye ayin tovah/ayin rah. Good eye refers to a generous person
full of kindness. Bad eye refers to a stingy, selfish, self-centered person.'* {As in
Mat. 20:15 parable of paying the workers}

Good news: besorah (be-so-RAH) news that will have enormous life-change for
the hearer, i.e. news of a national victory or the rise of a powerful king. “good” is
a huge understatement to express the impact of news that brings eternal life to

all.*> {asin Isaiah 52:7, Mark 1:15}
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Goodwill: ratzon (7522)(raw-tsone’) goodwill, acceptance. Denotes God’s
blessing and divine favor; signifies God’s desire to express his merciful
benevolence to humanity!® {Asin Luke 2:14}

Grace chanan (verb 2603), chen/hen (noun 2580) (khane) be gracious, show
favor. Based on God’s unlimited love {Gen. 33:5, as illustrated in parable of
Matthew 20:1-16} Semblance to the patronage of Roman system.’

Hallow the name of God: kiddush hashem - to hallow (or sanctify) the name of
God. [38]* To do it God’s way, to spread God’s great reputation so people will
want to enter his kingdom and desire to do his will. Raising the esteem of God in
the eyes of others. Often done by doing good deeds and ethical behavior, Mat.
5:16. The opposite is profaning his name, hillul hashem. {The life of David is an
example}

Heart: levav (3824) (lay-bawb’), leb (3820) )(labe). Comes from your will, an
obedient act [21]. Your whole being, thoughts and mind, center of life, source of
all intellect. Kavanah is the proper intention/attitude of the heart. {as in Deut.
6:5}

Hear: (8085) see Obey to heed, obey, pay attention, understand

Heaven: shamayim (8064) (shaw-mah’-yim) 1. The sky 2. Upper atmosphere 3.
Outer space 4. The dwelling place of God. In regards to 4. It is a place of
worship, abundant life, holiness, and active service. (also see Age to come)

Hell: sheol (7585) (sheh-ole’) grave, death. Per Psalm 9:17 and Prov. 9:18, this is a
place where the wicked go after death. Per Luke 16:28 and others, Jesus teaches
it is a place of torment and everlasting fire.

Holy: kadosh (6918)(kaw-doshe’)— set apart, separated. In a religious sense is
devoted or dedicated to. People are holy because God makes them that way. [25]
{as in Genesis 2:3}
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Holy Spirit (see Spirit) sometimes used as a synonym for God’s name.?® Is the
power source for obeying Torah. {as in Acts 2:4}

Inclination: yetzer/yatzer (3335) to form, that which forms in human mind,
create, plan. For instance, fleshly desires are an evil inclination according to the
rabbis. When die to self are freed from the evil inclination and free to obey God
fully.?® Good inclination is yetzer ha-tov, evil inclination is yetzer ha-ra. {as in
Genesis 6:5, Deut. 31:21}

Injustice: chamac (2555)(kha-mawce’) violent, cruelty, wrong, damage malicious.
To many, a single act of injustice — cheating in business, exploitation of the poor —
is slight; to the prophets, a disaster. To many, injustice is injurious; to the
prophets and God it is a deathblow to existence, a catastrophe, a threat to the
world.?! {asin Hab. 1:3}

Intention: kavanah Intention, direction, concentration. The proper intention of
the heart, direct one’s thoughts toward God.

Joy:??

e Sameakh: rejoice, be cheerful. Community-oriented Exodus 4

e Khedvah: areference to pagan festivals (from Akkadian) Nehemiah 8
e Shush: leap around for joy like a horse Deuteronomy 28

e Gil: Spin for joy. Hora circle dance. Zephaniah 3

e A’laz: jump for joy. Psalm 96

e Ranan: Shout for joy. Leviticus 9

Judge: shaphat (8199)(shaw-fat’) — judge, deliver or rule. Speaks to the
accomplishment of a sentence. Can mean discern or condemn; a judge. The judge
gathers evidence, pronounces the judgement and puts right into place. This is
often the way God is described in the Bible. [17] {as in Psalm 68:5, Isaiah 33:22,
Matthew 25:32} The judge is a defender or savior of the righteous, and punishes
evil.
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Justice/judgment (restorative) : mishpat (4941)(mish-pawt’) — judgment, verdict,
rights. restorative justice because of the judge’s role. How Easterners see justice.
[17, 48] Should reflect righteousness. Should have a bias toward the oppressed.
{as in Psalm 9:7-8, Eccl. 12:14}

Justice/judgment (subjugative): diyn (1777)(deen) —. things have to be put back
in order. a settlement of what is right when there is a charge. According to BEMA,
this is retributive justice. America’s system is retributive justice, which is how
Westerners see justice — you get what you deserve. This is what many Protestants
envision when they say God is just. [17, 48]

Kingdom of Heaven: malchut shamayim The reign of God among people as they
experience his mighty power and obey his will. Signifies God’s redemptive will and
his desire to bring healing and wholeness.?® A person accepts the kingdom of God.

Heaven = God i.e. Mat. 6:33 The kingdom is always expressed as a way of life.
Receiving the kingdom signifies acknowledging God’s presence in every aspect of
human existence and working alongside God in his effort to help people in need.
Kingdom should not be confined to the end times {as in the Beatitudes, Luke
17:20}

Kingdom of Priests: mamlechet Kohanim Both the Jewish people and all
Christians are to be kingdoms of priests for God.

Know: yadah (3045)(yaw-dah’) —to know; da’ath (1847)(dah’-ath) — experiential
knowledge. Different from information or book knowledge. [49] {As in, Isaiah
11:2, Jer. 9:23-24, 31:33; Hosea 6:6]. Includes acting upon that knowledge. Having
the knowledge of God, knowing God is equivalent to having an intimate, obedient
relationship with him.

Law: (see Torah, 8451)

Life: chayah (2421)(khee-daw’) to live, having life. The state of living. It means
more than just a physical, breathing human life. Lifetime. {as in Deut. 30:15, Mat.
3:2, John 10:10}
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Light side of an argument kal vechomer light (kal) side of an argument, and the
weighty side (chomer). How much more...

Living water: maim chaim — living water. God is our living water, life-gving. God
wants us to be the same for others. Typically rain or from a creek/river. [29] {as
in John 7:38}

Love: 3 Hebrew words for love:

e Ahava, ahab (157)(aw-hab’): I'm here no matter what. Covenant
commitment. Have affection for. This is the word in the Great
Commandment. Goes beyond emotions and mental state. To act lovingly
toward, to be loyal to, living in a certain way. An action word.?* A strong
emotional attachment, desire to be in the presence of. First mention is
Abraham and Isaac.

e Rayah: love for neighbor or brother. When used in a romantic sense is
refers to poetic infatuation.

e Dowd: sexual erotic love [46]

Lovingkindness: chesed/hesed (2617)(kheh’-sed): mercy, grace, generosity,
compassion, kindness. Solid faithfulness, enduring to eternity, persists beyond
any sin or betrayal, undeserved. The kind of love that God has toward humans.
{as in Psalm 17:7} Implies personal involvement and commitment.

Make: ‘asah (6213)(aw-saw’) create, do, accomplish.

Make disciples: see Raise up disciples

Marriage contract: ketubah similar to the covenant at Mt. Sinai

Mercy ((2617) see Lovingkindness). Compassion. {as in Genesis 43:13-15}

Messiah: mashiach “Messiah” is a Greek word meaning an anointed one. The
words are equal in Hebrew and Greek, but the meanings would have been
different to those with Hebrew or Greek backgrounds. The concept of a Messiah
is not directly spoken of in the Old Testament and opinions about a Messiah were
diverse. But in the centuries before Jesus’s time, the Jewish scholars began to
intuit the existence of a Messiah through the reading of various scriptures. The
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messianic hope was rooted in the belief that God is concerned about human
suffering and will send someone to help. According to those scholars, here are
some of the things a Messiah was to do: bring God’s kingdom to earth; be a king
and descendant of David; gather the Jews back into the land of Israel; save Israel
from its oppressors and reestablish the Kingdom of David as a time of peace and
freedom; live forever; do miracles; and bring justice to the poor and
disadvantaged. Jesus redefined the notion of a Messiah. {as in Acts 18:23-28}

Miracles: nissim In the mind of the Hebrews, miracles were part of the expected
order of things in God’s kingdom, and were an expected ability of the Messiah. {as
in Neh 9:17}

Obey/Listen/Hear shema (8085)(shaw-mah) To listen intently and be obedient
to what you hear, gain knowledge, hear literally and spiritually {as in John 14:23,
James 1:22}

One echad (259)(ekh-awd’) One, single, unique, unified and a host of other
meanings. {asin Deut 6:4}

Outsider

Parable: mashal (4912)(maw-shawl’) a Hebrew parable covers many types of
stories, including proverbial stories, riddles, fables, and allegories. Up to one-third
of the teachings of Jesus are in parable form. The parables of Jesus demanded a
decision by the hearer.?®

Path: derekh (1870) or orach (734)(o’-rakh) way, road, path. A well-marked,
well-traveled course. Denotes a life-style consistent with the will and purpose of
God. A path is the image used to describe the way we live, and the way we live is
thought of as our walk.?® {as in Prov 2:9, Mat. 3:2} derekh ha-yashar is the
straight path/way that leads to life {as in Mat. 7:13-14}

Peace: shalom (7965, 7999): trust, self-sacrifice, order, peace, prosperity, safety
[20] and wholeness/completeness in every aspect of life. {as in Matthew 5:23-
24, John 14:27}
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Pharisees: A movement calling for renewal of genuine faith and practice.
Respected by people for their reverence. Jesus generally approved of their
teachings but sometimes criticized for their interpretations or individual practices
of some Pharisees.?’

Piety: hasid, chaciyd (2623)(khaw-seed) devoted, faithful. Walk closely with God
and be utterly obedient to him. Wanting to go beyond the minimum.

Raise up disciples he-emid talmidim raise up or make disciples. {from m.Avot
1:1, The men of the Great Assembly said three things: be deliberate in judgement,
raise up many disciples, and make a fence for the Torah.}

Reconciliation kaphar (3722)(kaw-far’) cover over, propitiate, ransom, atone,
placate.

Redeem: padah (6299)(paw-daw’) or ga’ al (1350)(gaw all’) Redeemer: go’ alam
to buy-back, with inference of being bought back out of slavery or servitude { as in
Lev. 25:47-49, 1 Cor. 6:17-20, 1 Peter 1:17-20) ga ‘al has a meaning of being a
kinsman or kinsman redeemer.

Remember: zakar (2142)(zaw-kar’) — to remember, think of. Implies that you act
upon what you remember. Sometimes implies restoration.

Repent: teshuva (8666)(tesh-oo-baw’) return, beginning, answer. Turn around
back to something you’ve strayed from [54]. The Pharisees emphasized the love
of God and taught God would receive with great compassion those who truly
repent. The person who repents is restored by their return to God. It is an active
verb, not a noun. Maimonides taught the process of repentance is: confession,
regret, and a vow not to repeat the same action.?® {asin Mark 1:15}
Restoration of wrong completes repentance.?

Restore: shuwb (7725)(shoob) (also Return, Repent, Turnback) {as in Psalm
51:12, Ezekiel 18:30} stop going the way you are going and turn back, bring back
to the point of departure.
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Resurrection: See Life. {as in Isaiah 26:19} also, tekumah or techiyah for
resurrection of the dead.3°

Righteousness: tsedekah (6663-6666)(tsed-aw-kaw’) — be right, be just, be
justified. Trust in the Lord with humility and faithfulness; live uprightly without
pride; a person who does good and right. Better thought of as not static, but as a
“life of righteousness” or “a way of righteous living.”3! Should always be reflected
in justice. Implies benevolence, kindness and generosity. {asin Proverbs 21:21}
Abstract concept of justice. To be righteous is to be just. Not equal to moral.3?

In modern use, connotation to generosity, blessing, taking care of those in need.
(Note: the Ladder of Tsedakah is a hierarchy of giving) [48].

Sadducees: one of the two major Jewish factions. Comprised of the high priests,
priests, and their followers. Believed in only the written Torah but did not believe
in a bodily resurrection of the dead. Were in power and were wealthy, and
wanted to stay that way.

Salvation: yeshuah (3444)(yesh-oo’-aw) — deliverance, rescue. In O.T. did not have
to do with being saved from sin. Not just being saved from judgment and being
allowed to enter heaven; also includes, rescued from physical danger, restoring a
relationship with God in this life, beginning now when the relationship begins.33
The name “Jesus” comes from “yeshua” {asin 1 Chronicles 16:23, Hebrews 5:7-
10} Both one-time and on-going. From oppression to freedom, from restriction to
openness.3

Save: yasha (3467)(yaw-shaw’). To deliver, to help. The situation is that someone
needs to be delivered from harm, ruin, or loss. In the Bible, those include:
invading countries, violent enemies, famine, the Romans, sin, and eternal death
or destruction. When saved from death, implies will be saved through eternity.
For instance, Jesus as a Messiah was expected to be the Savior, but people had a
wide variety of meaning for what Messiah was to save them from. {asin Acts
16:31}
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Serve, slave: avad (5647)(aw-bad’) to serve, enslave, cultivate, work. Can also
mean to worship.

Set (one’s) face: sam et panav to head in a certain direction with resolve {asin
Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem in Luke 9:51} tie it to how we are to walk the
way. Slightly different from wholehearted.

Shema: The Shema contains three sections Deut. 6:4-9, 11:13-21 and Numbers
15:37-41 which relate to three pillars of the Jewish faith: divine nature of God and
need to love and revere him; to love God is to obey him; and remembrance of
God’s redemption. {As in Deut 6:4}

Sheol (7585) See Hell. {as in Psalm 16:10}
Sin3®

e Khata/chata’ (2398)(khaw-taw’ miss the mark or the road, made a
mistake, {Genesis 4}

e Avah (5753)(aw-vaw’) iniquity, twisted, distorted, distorting or perverting
the Path {Genesis 15}

e Pesh’a (6588)(peh’-shah) transgression break covenant, abandon the Path
{Genesis 31} willful/rebellious deviation against the path of Godly living.

e Asham guilt slow, weary neglect the Path {Leviticus 4}

e Ra’a evil noisy, shattering violence destroy Shalom {Genesis 2}

e Resh’a (7562)(reh’-shah) wickedness noisily disrupting Shalom {Genesis 18}

Son of God: ben-haElohim prophesied in Psalm 2:7 God’s chosen king. In Greco-
Roman world this is a political term to tie Caesar to a god, a divine right. Jesus is
choosing to walk out the Path as the firstborn/chosen son, following the Father as
a firstborn.

Son of Man: ben adam used in different ways: a human being; a supernatural
figure with a messianic task, a self-identification of Jesus. In the book of Daniel, it
may have meant the nation of Israel. {as in Matthew 24:30}
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Soul: nephesh (5315)(neh’-fesh) self, life, person, heart, will. More than one’s
spirit or inner being. Includes your entire life, true self. All that isin me. {asin
Deut 6:5, Psalm 103:1}

Spirit: ruwach (7307)(roo’-akh) wind, breath, speaking. An emblem of the mighty
power of God, a person of the Trinity. {as in Genesis 1:3}

Strength (might): me’od (3966) (meh-ODE) nearly impossible to translate into
English: your veryness, who you are, your essence, all your might, your muchness,
your mind, your everything.3®

Synagogue: Buildings where Jewish people meet to worship. Starting in the
Babylonian period, the Jewish way of life centered around these buildings.

They: Just as a reminder, remember to think in terms of community, not just as
individuals.

Teacher: rabbi teacher or master. At the time of Jesus, rabbis were an informal
system {asinJohn 4:31}

Thanks: towdah (8426)(to-daw’) Thanksgiving. The awe of God is the basis of
giving thanks in Jewish theology. Acknowledging God’s lordship and sovereignty.
{asin Psalm 107:1}
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Thinking with both hands: shakla v’tarya  An Eastern way of thinking that
accounts for two things possibly being true even though they seem opposite or
mutually exclusive. Paradoxical.3®

Torah/instruction: torah (8451)(to-rah’) direction, teaching, instruction from
yarah, to shoot an arrow, teach. A teaching that is true, power and force to live
life to the fullest. Provides a guide for successful living according to God’s will.°
Often used as the first five books of the Bible or the Law, sometimes as including
associated writings and traditions including the Oral Torah, and sometimes for a
way of life and thinking that encompasses the very nature of God and his will for
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mankind. Loving guidance to help reach a goal. Learning Torah is the ultimate
privilege. {as in Psalm 1:2}

Walk: halak (1980)(haw-lak’) to go, walk, behave. halakhah is the way a person
walks or conducts oneself. It is related to the legal system in Judaism as found in
the law and associated teachings. A metaphor for moral lifestyle, leading a Godly
life. See Path.

Way: see Path (1870)

Way of God: derech Elohim. The manner of life God prescribes — obedience to the
commandments. Imitating God’s deeds. We could use this term and change
from the Path to the Way

Wholehearted: male’ (4390)(maw-lay’) fill, fulfill, overflow, fully {as in Number
14:24}

You shall love: ve’ ahavta — and you shall love. More of a command for today
than for the future. Being in love, devoted to something above all else. (see Love
— Ahava above)®
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