
 
 

Barnabas: 
About sixteen years after the resurrection of Jesus, Paul and I were with the 
church at Antioch worshiping and fasting. This was shortly after Paul and I 
returned from taking famine relief from the Antioch church to Jerusalem. 
We believed we had received approval in Jerusalem from the apostles and 
James to continue our work evangelizing the Gentiles, and we were anxious 
to do so. In retrospect, maybe we hadn’t really gotten a green light, but a 
yellow light. 
 
The Holy Spirit said that the church at Antioch should set Paul and me apart 
for his work. None of us were sure what he meant by that, but the brothers 
placed hands on us, and then sent us and John Mark on our way.1 We 
didn’t know where we were going, didn’t know we would be gone about a 
year and a half. 
 
From Antioch, the Holy Spirit led us a dozen miles down to Seleucia, and 
from there we sailed about 90 miles to the east end of the island of the 
island referred to as Kittim in the Old Testament. The Island of Cyprus! Ah, 
to be back on my home island, so many friends and relatives! We arrived at 
the city of Salamis where we proclaimed the Word of God. The city had an 
extensive population of Jews, as attested by the multiple synagogues.2 This 
set a pattern of us sharing the good news to “the Jew first, then for the 

                                                 
1 Acts 13:1-3 
2 Acts. 13:5 

ACTS  
Episode 09 
First Missionary 
Journey 

 
Script 

 



Gentile”3 as Paul would later write. We knew there were already Christians 
on the island because they had previously traveled to Antioch to share the 
Gospel.4 
 
We traveled another hundred miles through the island on a Roman road 
until we arrived at the west coast city of Paphos. In Paphos, we met a Jewish 
sorcerer and false prophet named Elymas, or Bar-Jesus. Being a sorcerer 
was not allowed by the Law of Moses, but the local Jews didn’t care enough 
to do anything about it.5 Elymas was the attendant of the Roman proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, so he did have some local authority.6 
 
Sergius Paulus heard Paul preach and explain the Scriptures, and he 
became a believer. Since Elymas knew that was the end of his good deal, he 
tried to turn Sergius Paulus from the faith. Paul, full of the Holy Spirit, 
rebuked Elymas - made him go blind. This made Sergius Paulus even more 
of a believer. 
 
Sergius Paulus had us to dinner one night and told us about his relatives 
who lived near Pisidia, in the province of Galatia.7 He was hopeful we would 
go to them and tell them about the Lord Jesus. The Holy Spirit indicated 
that was where we should go next. 
 
From Paphos, we sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, a Roman province on the 
south coast of Asia Minor. It was there that one of the saddest things in my 
life happened. John Mark decided to abandon us and go back to 
Jerusalem.8 He made his excuses, and it broke my heart, he might never 
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grow up to be a real man! I could tell John Mark did not have the same 
level of trust in the Holy Spirit that Paul and I had, and that broke my heart, 
too. 
 
It is easy for you to judge John Mark for wimping out, but travel in our time 
was    difficult, incredibly hazardous, and we had reached an especially 
treacherous place. We didn’t have fancy cars, paved highways or jet planes. 
 
When we traveled by foot, which was most of the time, we could only make 
15-20 miles per day, and that is if a Roman road was available. We were 
getting ready to travel on a new road called Sebaste that had only recently 
been built. Sometimes we would have a donkey carry our supplies, food, 
and water; but, often we did so ourselves. Bandits and robbers were a 
constant hazard on many roads, and they would physically harm you, as 
well as take your belongings.  Only a few places to lodge were on the 
roads, and those few that existed were usually more like dirty brothels with 
bad food. We often spent the night outdoors.  
 
Weather was a constant concern. Hot in the summer, cold in the winter, 
windy, and unpredictable. We had arrived in Perga in the late summer of 46 
AD9, just before the autumn winds hit and sailing became treacherous. The 
area around Perga was low-lying, and many people contracted malaria 
there. Many scholars believe Paul contracted malaria at that place.10  That 
was bad enough, but in the distance loomed the massive Taurus 
Mountains, and the autumn weather would soon be a hazard. We were 
getting ready to enter a dangerous, and unknown phase of our trip. Even I 
was apprehensive. 
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Paul did not want to hear any of John Mark’s excuses or reasons. He was so 
angry he wouldn’t even say goodbye to him. I had some cross words with 
Paul, and it soon became apparent that Paul now considered himself the 
leader of our group. I acquiesced because my judgement about John Mark 
was seemingly faulty, and because Paul was demonstrating his faith more 
and more powerfully.  
 
Paul:  I was on a mission for the Holy Spirit. I didn’t have time to coddle 
someone who wasn’t fully committed to our cause. It seemed to me that 
John Mark should go back to Jerusalem and bother Peter instead of me. My 
mind was set on going to Pisidian Antioch to meet the relatives of Sergius 
Paulus. I didn’t tell Barnabas at the time, but I was getting very sick and was 
worried about traveling.11 We were going to cross the Taurus Mountains, 
very dangerous. I knew the going would be tough for a hundred miles.  
 
I admit I may have had some ulterior motives for evangelizing in the places 
we did. First, unlike Cyprus, this territory had not been evangelized by 
anyone else. Second, I was a little concerned that the Christians in 
Jerusalem were not excited about us evangelizing the Gentiles, so I wanted 
to present them with a finished product that they could not deny. 
 
What I did not think about was that John Mark might unwittingly relay 
information about our trip to the church in Jerusalem, so some of them 
would already be moving to thwart our work. 
 
We crossed the Taurus Mountains, and were nearly to the huge Roman 
province of Galatia. We first entered the city of Antioch near Pisidia, one of 
sixteen cities named after Antiochus, the son of one successor to Alexander 
the Great. It is different from Antioch of Syria that we had left from to start 
the journey. 
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We attended the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch, our normal first action. As 
was the custom, after the Law and the Prophets were read, the synagogue 
rulers asked visitors for any words they had to offer.12 I am sure they were 
expecting a polite greeting from Jerusalem when I stood up. Instead, they 
got a history of the Jews that would rival the one Stephen gave to the 
Sanhedrin..(he leans in) and that’s where I got the idea. 
 
The Jews were very interested in what we had to say. Many of them became 
believers in Jesus. In the coming weeks, we continued to share the Gospel 
and made many more became believers. But some Jews became 
antagonistic, especially because we were treating the Gentiles as if they 
were equal to the Jews. It got so bad that the city leaders finally expelled us 
from the region. After shaking the dust from our feet, as Jesus advised13, we 
moved on, content in the knowledge that the church in Pisidian Antioch 
was firmly established. More exciting, even though the believers were 
mostly Gentiles, they were full of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Many synagogues had a number of Gentiles who stayed on the fringes of 
Judaism. They were attracted to monotheism and other practices, but did 
not want to strictly follow the laws of Moses, especially getting circumcised. 
That practice was abhorrent to most ethnic groups, besides being very 
painful. These Gentiles were known as “God-fearers”. I specifically 
addressed them in Acts 13.  
 
When these God-fearers converted to Christianity, the Jews lost their status 
and authority over them. Further, it offered the God-fearers a way to 
salvation without going through the rituals of becoming Jews. It was 
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probably the conversion of the God-fearers that really made the Jews 
angry. However, it made the God-fearers glad.14 
 
Now that you know about God-fearers, you can better understand the 
pattern of teaching that we used in Pisidian Antioch, and would use for the 
next twenty years. First, we would go to the synagogue in a town and teach 
the Jews. With their background in the Old Testament, it was simple for 
them to comprehend the basic messages about God, and Jesus being the 
Messiah. From there, it was a small leap to teach them the entire Gospel 
message. Because we were at the synagogues, we could access many of the 
God-fearers. Then, through the God-fearers we had an approach to other 
Gentiles. Of course, the Holy Spirit would often open avenues to preach 
more directly to the Gentiles.  
 
After leaving Pisidian Antioch, we traveled 90 miles on the newly built Via 
Sebaste, and arrived in Iconium. We continued our pattern of going to the 
synagogue first, but the Jews continued their pattern of opposing us and 
persecuting us. They hatched a plot to stone us, which was against the law, 
but we heard about it and left the region.  Once again, we left behind many 
believers in the Lord Jesus. 
 
We continued about 20 miles on the Via Sebaste and arrived in the Roman 
colony of Lystra. One family really stood out among the disciples we made 
there. A Jewish mother and grandmother, Eunice and Lois. They had a 
measure of faith that we had seldom seen.15 They became such fervent 
believers that we would begin receiving letters from them giving us 
updates on the status of the churches in Galatia. 
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In Lystra, we saw a man who had been lame since birth. I looked at him 
intently, the Spirit revealed that the man had faith to be healed. I told him - 
"Stand on your feet,” he jumped up and began to walk. Remembering the 
persecution Jesus got for healing a man lame from birth, I was a little 
concerned about what would happen. To say I was surprised about what 
happened next would be an understatement. 
 
The people were so impressed that they started calling Barnabas and me by 
the names of Roman Gods! The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to offer sacrifices to us. The 
crowd was speaking in the Lycaonian language, but we figured out what 
was happening …Barnabas and I went crazy. We tore our clothes and pled 
with them to understand that we were ordinary men like them, except we 
were empowered by Jesus and the Holy Spirit. - (he pauses, ponders) I 
didn’t understand the psychology of disappointed crowds. 
 
The same Jews we had angered in Iconium and Pisidian Antioch stirred up 
the disappointed crowd and turned them against us. Instead of wanting to 
sacrifice to us, the crowd decided they wanted to sacrifice us. They stoned 
me and left me for dead outside of the city. But, the Spirit had future plans 
for me. When the disciples gathered around me and prayed, I came to life. I 
went to Derbe, the next city, 60 miles away!   
 
Barnabas: 
Think about that. Paul was stoned and left for dead by people who meant 
to kill him, and it appeared they had succeeded…even to me. Certainly, he 
must have had broken bones and damage to his internal organs. Yet, he 
was healed and ready to immediately travel. What a miracle!  
 
Paul: 
Now you know why the disciples call him Son of Encouragement. But, come 
to think of it, why didn’t the people of Lystra stone him instead of me? We 



hadn’t been there long enough for them to like him better, like all the other 
places we traveled. The Christians in Galatia would forever remember what I 
had suffered to bring them the Gospel16. 
 
In Derbe, Barnabas and I made more disciples, but we did not get to stay 
long. The Holy Spirit revealed that our journey in Galatia was at an end. He 
knew that we had to start back in order to get to Antioch before the bad 
autumn weather prevented our sailing. We knew that we had been blessed 
so much in working among the Galatians that the Lord had clearly shown 
that our future work was to be among the Gentiles, not the Jews.  
 
Barnabas and I back-tracked from Derbe to Lystra to Iconium to Pisidian 
Antioch. We strengthened the believers in those churches and appointed 
elders, and left them with instructions to avoid false teaching, especially 
from the Jews. We were very concerned that these Gentiles were living in 
poverty surrounded by false idols, didn’t have the Old Testament like the 
Jews, and the New Testament had not yet been written. If we had known 
that it would be two or three years before we would return, we would have 
been even more concerned about the false teachers who were Christians. 
 
From Pisidian Antioch we went to Perga, and then down to Attalia, where 
we sailed back to Antioch where the journey had started. We gathered the 
church together and told them how powerfully God had opened the door 
to the Gentiles. The brothers welcomed us back, and we looked forward to 
a long time of peace. Unfortunately, peace was not going to last long. 
 
I started receiving letters and hearing rumors that there was dissension 
among the Galatian churches. Many of the Jewish Christians, especially 
some who were representing themselves as being from James17, were 
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stridently insisting that all new Christians, including the new Galatian 
Christians, should follow the laws of Moses, especially having men undergo 
circumcision! These Jewish Christians were spiritually imprisoning these new 
Gentile Christians with unnecessary and counterproductive restrictions. The 
freedom we had promised the new believers was being taken away. 
 
I fired off a long letter to my Galatian friends and began writing to ask the 
other apostles and Christian leaders for a meeting to discuss this rising 
danger. We Christians were overcoming the persecution of the Jewish 
leaders, but I was now uncertain whether we could withstand the teaching 
of our own Jewish brothers! Or, if we could overcome some of the actions 
of Peter. 
 


